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There have been guidebooks to military sites before, but no other book has covered the War of

1812 in its entirety. This well-illustrated updated edition covers more than 400 historic sites of the

War of 1812, both well-known and obscure, in both Canada and the United States. The author has

used old pen and ink drawings from the last century to give a "then and now" feel to the book.

Curious to know what is at the site of the Battle of Queenston Heights? Besides giving readers a

detailed history of the events that occurred at the sites, the author describes what they have to offer

visitors today, be it a historical plaque, historic house, or major interpretive centre. This book is a

handy tool for both travellers and historians. It remains the only book on the market offering a

comprehensive guide to nearly all of the sites in our last war with the United States.
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For various reasons, the War of 1812 between the United States and Great Britain to lay claim over

Canada is sometimes referred to as a forgotten war. There was no well known American president

involved such as George Washington, nor was there a popular general involved such as Ulysses S.

Grant to capture the imaginations of the American people. Many Canadians feel military

accomplishments have never been a focal point in our national conscience, but the War of 1812

was the bloodiest conflict fought on Canadian soil and was an essential event in forming the

foundation of the Canadian identity.The war between Great Britain and France was more vital,

especially on a global scale, mainly because Canada was just a small British colony with a few

hundred thousand inhabitants. But for those living here, the War of 1812 was a pivotal moment in



history. The War of 1812 provided Canadians with a woman who became a national icon, and

whose name would become synonymous with chocolate - Laura Secord; the war would also

produce Canada's first war hero, General Isaac Brock, whose victories and death inspired a

nation.Amateur historian and Ottawa native Gilbert Collins visited many of the sites of the War of

1812 without the intention of writing a book but, as he says in the preface, there was no adequate

guides for those like him with an interest in the War of 1812, so Collins took it upon himself to rectify

the situation.In detailing these attractions, Collins has included more than 380 historic sites and

markers, 28 maps and dozens of illustrations. The book also includes a chronology of the war, and

is a handy tool for both the traveller and the historian.
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